
2018 USPA YPO Funding 
Young Player Opportunity 

Application Guidelines 
 

In April of 2018, the USPA Junior Polo Committee created a special fund called the Young Player 
Opportunity Fund in order to assist youth players seeking opportunity to improve in the sport 
of polo.  

The budget for 2018 is $25,000.  

This document defines the 2018 USPA YPO Funding Application Guidelines: intent and purpose, 
application criteria and funding guidelines, approval and review process, and managing of 
funded projects.  

NOTE: The 2018 YPO Application is due no later than November 1, 2018 and is submitted as 
an online application only at www.uspolo.org. No handwritten copies, faxes, nor emailed 
versions will be accepted. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Intent and Purpose 

The YPO Funding program is intended to provide funding for youth players to use for unique 
opportunities that will cultivate, train, develop and educate, 19-year old and under American 
Polo Players in an effort to enhance their playing ability at a young age.  

This fund will be used as a tool to accomplish the USPA stated goal of enhancing the skills of 
young players that will ultimately produce the best high-goal professional and amateur polo 
players in the world. 

The YPO program’s purpose is to: 

1. Enhance the level of polo that is regularly available to the individual 
2. Encourage a thoughtful and creative plan toward helping a player improve in their 

playing and/or horsemanship abilities 

• Award Amount – Eligible individuals can apply up to an awarded amount of $10,000 per 
year annually, as long as, all criteria has been met and proper reporting has been 
substantiated. Applications will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and certain 
applications may be awarded less than requested. Applicants are not encouraged to apply 
for the maximum amount unless the opportunity truly requires it. 

• YPO Applicants may be subject to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) contract 
outlining specific goals, objectives and routine check-in calls, as a prerequisite for their 



award.  

• USPA Committee generated (Administrative) Programs. Projects developed by the various 
USPA Committees intended to maintain, grow and improve USPA membership.  The 
USPA will strive to distribute YPO funds widely across geographical regions of the United 
States, and outdoor and arena opportunities will be considered. 

• Distribution of YPO funds shall be market driven, not pre-determined. 

The USPA wants USPA members and member clubs in the greater polo community to know 
about the YPO funding program. The existence of the YPO will be promoted using all available 
resources. The USPA utilizes email, Polo Players’ Edition magazine, and the USPA website to 
contact all players and clubs as well as rely on elected circuit governors of each region to 
encourage participation. After an applicant’s project has been funded and sufficient tracking has 
been completed, every effort will be made to give as much publicity and acknowledgement to 
the project as possible.   

II. Application Process  

The USPA 2018 YPO Application is available online at the USpolo.org website. All applications 
are to be submitted online only. Applications received via mail, fax or email will not be 
considered.  

The Deadline for complete applications is November 1, 2018. For those applications that arrive 
on or before the deadline, decisions will be made within two weeks from receiving the 
application.  

 

III. Application Criteria & Funding Guidelines 

  A completed YPO Funding Application must be submitted to the USPA. All Initiatives funded 
by the USPA YPO must adhere to the following:   

1. Timeline – Opportunities must have a clear beginning and end.  
2. Clear Objectives – All opportunities submitted must be well-defined, have clear goals and 

objectives.  
3. Applicants – Applicants born after 1/1/1999 are eligible to apply.  All applicants must be 

USPA Registered Polo Players or Student Members in good standing and must show proof 
of US Citizenship and reside in the US more than 6 months per calendar year. A US 
Passport or Birth Certificate will be accepted as proof of US Citizenship. 

4. Mentor – all funded YPO opportunities should have a designated mentor (selected by the 
applicant) who will be available to answer questions during the approval process as well 



as during the review process.  
5. Capital Improvements - YPO funds cannot be allocated for capital improvement projects 

or personal equipment purchases. 
6. Home Club Exclusions – The YPO Funding program is not designed to assist players with 

opportunities to compete at their home clubs.  
7. The YPO opportunity must be aimed at the growth and enhancement of the individual. 
8. The financial aspects of the project must be fully disclosed. 
9. Applicants must provide a written outline of a reasonable plan of how the proposed 

opportunity will use YPO funding.  
10. Reimbursements will only be issued with proper receipts, and individuals must have a 

parent or guardian responsible for collecting and receiving payments. 
11.  All participants must provide an IRS W9 form with their request for reimbursement.   
12. Approved YPO funds must be utilized by the YPO applicant within the calendar year for 

which it was applied, unless specified in the approved YPO Funding application or unless 
the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) approves a time extension. All invoices submitted to 
collect YPO Funding must be submitted by the deadline of November 30, 2018. Any 
allocated funds not requested for reimbursement will remain in the USPA YPO fund for 
reallocation for other YPO application funding requests.  

13. YPO Funding is not intended for playing opportunities with direct family members 
(parents, guardians, siblings). However, siblings who meet the application requirements 
may apply for dual YPO grants.  

14. Applicant/Guardian must sign the YPO Funding Guidelines Agreement, the USPA Equine 
Release and the USPA Travel Release Form at the time of submitting their application. 

15.  USPA Programs (including but not limited to NYTS and I/I) are not eligible for YPO 
Funding. 

16.  YPO Grant Funding is not eligible for horse purchases.  

IV. Approval & Review Process  

The USPA Junior Polo Committee established the USPA YPO subcommittee to evaluate YPO 
Funding applications. This subcommittee is responsible for review and initial endorsement of 
YPO applications and communicating with the applicants for YPO application. If a project is 
endorsed at the YPO subcommittee level, the application will be forwarded to the USPA CEO 
who can reject the application or fund it. The USPA CEO has unilateral approval to fund projects 
up to $10,000.  

Individuals associated with the application must be available to answer questions concerning 
the request. Awardees will be required to provide one progress report and a comprehensive 
review of the experience that allows them to share what they learned and how they might 
design it differently in the future. All reports must be delivered electronically to 



asnow@uspolo.org prior to reimbursement.  Additionally, awardees and mentors must comply 
with an end of year review, either written or through an interview.  

Projects that request a second, third or fourth year of funding must show progress toward 
improvement of skills and progress toward specific goals that have been outlined and provide 
the required status reports on a regular basis. 

At the end of the year, the USPA’s review process shall include evaluation of the following areas 
of player development:  

A. Progress from individual on attaining goals stated in application 
B. Evaluation from designated mentor 
C. Exposure to new players and higher level of polo in new places, creating future 

opportunities 
D. Frequency of play during opportunity timeframe 
E. Level of instruction or coaching provided by mentor 

  
 
V. Managing Funded Projects  

YPO funding is strictly a reimbursement of expenses. It is the intent to fund projects in 
increments, when applicable. For each funded opportunity, continued distribution of funds will 
be contingent upon reporting of ongoing accomplishments and submission of the YPO 
Reimbursement Forms. The USPA will issue funding based on receipt of approved YPO expenses 
submitted for reimbursement. No YPO funds will be issued “up front”.  

Opportunity funding may be discontinued if the project does not reach its goals, milestones or 
objectives or if it has an adverse effect on the sport of polo or the individual. The application 
could be revised, updated and resubmitted for a “fresh start” through the application process.  

Also note that the United States Polo Association is required to issue IRS Form 1099 at the end 
of each calendar year according to rules set by the Internal Revenue Service. Issuance of a Form 
1099 does not necessarily mean the YPO funding amount is income that is taxable to the 
recipient. You need to make that determination which may require professional advice from 
your own tax professional. The United States Polo Association cannot offer such advice.  

Form W9 will be required for submission along with the request for reimbursement. Please note 
that reimbursements can only be made to US Citizens or domestic limited liability companies or 
corporations.  

Further questions can be directed to Amanda Snow at asnow@uspolo.org. 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
By signing this you agree that you have read and understand the 2018 USPA YPO Funding 
Guidelines: 
 
 
Applicant Name: _____________________   Applicant Signature: ________________________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________  Date: ______________ 
 
 
 
FOR USPA USE ONLY: 
 
CONFIRMATION THAT THE SIGNED GUIDELINES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED 
 
 
DATE RECEIVED:_____________________________   
 
RECEIVED BY INITIALS: ___________________  


